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A QUICK WORD REGARDING THIS FAMILY DEVOTIONAL: 

This booklet was prepared as a part of our on-going Faith@Home emphasis to 
encourage you and your family’s spiritual preparation for the celebration of 
Christmas, the coming of the Christ Child, and the return of Jesus Christ. 
Whether you are single or married; a parent or grandparent, we have created a 
resource to benefit and encourage your faith! The book includes a daily 
devotional as well as ideas for family activities and Bible studies. 

TRANSFORMING CHRISTMAS

A number of things compete for our time, attention, affections and resources 
during the holiday season. In the blink of an eye, the beauty and point of 
Christmas can be swallowed by the clamoring of commercialism and activities. 

A time intended to remember and celebrate the birth of the promised Messiah 
and look ahead to His promised return can quickly become centered on things 
that are neither real nor lasting. As you think about and plan for the coming 
weeks, prayerfully consider what you want this season to be marked by for 
your family. What do you want your children to value and remember? How 
will you be intentional in guarding their time, attention and affections so that 
Jesus is the focus?

Our staff genuinely hopes this will be a Christmas to remember—a time of true 
joy and peace. But for so many that seems impossible... How can you 
experience joy and peace if you’re picking up the pieces from a time of grief, 
stress, or tragedy. For many, this has been a difficult year! It’s hard to talk about 
peace and joy if you are still unemployed after months or years of searching— 
or your marriage is disintegrating—or you’re living with constant health 
problems— or you lost a dear loved one this year?

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if this Christmas we could rise above the turmoil in 
our lives? Wouldn’t it be great if you could really lead your family to find joy 
and peace despite all the burdens you carry and the mad, hectic preparations for 
Christmas? Join us for our Christmas devotions and watch God raise you above 
it all as He transforms this Christmas for you!

We love you, church family, and we are excited about walking through this 
season of remembrance and worship together. May you experience the 
presence and peace of the Lord Jesus Christ during this holy season!





God is With Us! 
December 1, 2016

 
Read Luke 1:68

 
"Blessed is the Lord God of Israel, for He has visited and redeemed His people."

Immanuel: God is with us—God came to us. What a staggering thought. It is really the essence of 
the Christian faith and the Christian life. All other religious ideologies essentially tell you that you 
must do something: Do this, and you will find inner peace. . . . Do this, and you will reach 
nirvana. . . . Do this, and maybe you will make it to heaven. But Christianity says it is done—
done for you at the Cross, paid for by the blood of Jesus Christ.

Being a Christian is not merely following a creed; it is having Christ himself live in you and 
through you, giving you the strength to be the man or woman He has called you to be. Jesus said, 
"Lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age" (Matthew 28:20) and "I will never leave 
you nor forsake you" (Hebrews 13:5).

The message of Christmas is God with us. That is important to know, especially during those 
times when we are going through great difficulty. The psalmist said, "If I take the wings of the 
morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, even there Your hand shall lead me, and Your 
right hand shall hold me" (Psalm 139:9–10). It is great to know that God is with you wherever 
you go.

The Bible never teaches that we will have problem-free lives as followers of Christ. But the Bible 
does teach that we never will be alone. And because of that, we don't have to be afraid. As Ray 
Stedman said, "The chief mark of the Christian ought to be the absence of fear and the presence 
of joy."

That is the message that this sin-sick world needs to hear: Immanuel—God is with us.
 
Talk About It 
 
What does it mean to you that “God is with you”? How should that impact fear in your life?  
 
The Bible says draw near to God and He will draw near to you... What is keeping you from 
drawing closer to Him?  
 
What are some things you can do this Christmas season to draw closer to the Lord...Individually? 
As a family?

Prayer: Jesus, thank You for drawing near! Help us to experience your presence this Christmas 
Season! In Jesus’ Name, Amen.



It’s All About HIM!  
December 2, 2016

 
A little girl noticed that her mom was getting really stressed out around Christmas. Everything 
was bothering her mom, and she was very irritable. Evening came and the mom bathed the 
little girl, got her ready for bed, put her under the covers, and had her say her prayers. She 
would usually pray the Lord's Prayer, but on this particular evening, she amended it a little bit. 
Her petition went something like this, "Father, forgive us our Christmases, as we forgive those 
who Christmas against us."
That is what happens when we lose focus of the real meaning of Christmas, isn't it? We get so 
caught up in the busyness of the season that sometimes we forget the wonder of it all: that 
deity took on humanity, that God became a man. Scripture sums it up well in 2 Corinthians 
8:9, which says, "For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, 
yet for your sakes He became poor, that you through His poverty might become rich" (NKJV). 
Jesus literally went from the throne of heaven to a simple little cave or stable.

Can you imagine what must have gone through Mary's mind that day when the angel Gabriel 
appeared to her and told her she would be the mother of the Messiah? Her head must have 
been swimming. "What about Joseph? What are people going to say?" But God had it all put 
together, because the time was just right in every way.

There was one small detail: the Messiah was to be born in Bethlehem, as Scripture prophesied 
(see Micah 5:2). But Mary and her husband-to-be Joseph lived in Nazareth. So the Lord 
touched a little man who was big in his own mind. His name was Caesar, and at this particular 
time in history, he was the most powerful man on Earth. 

One day, Caesar gave a decree that all of the world should be taxed. In reality, he was nothing 
more than a pawn in the hand of God. The Lord needed Mary and Joseph in Bethlehem, so He 
moved events. Mary and Joseph made the difficult journey to Bethlehem, which was 
especially perilous for a woman who was as far along in her pregnancy as Mary was. But they 
did make it, and there, the miraculous birth of Christ took place, just as Scripture said it 
would.
This little baby grew up quickly, and although we would love to know more about his 
boyhood, the Bible offers only a few details. But we do read of one day in the synagogue in 
Nazareth when, as the custom was, the time had come for Jesus to read. He walked to the 
front of the synagogue, opened up the scroll, and began to read from Isaiah: " 'The Spirit of 
the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor; He has 
sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovery of sight to 
the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed; to proclaim the acceptable year of the 
Lord' " (Luke 4:18–19 NLT).

When He had finished, He sat down and said, "Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your 
hearing" (verse 21). He had declared himself the Messiah. His public ministry had begun. This 
One who was sent from God was always in perfect sync with the Father. While He spoke with 
the learned spiritual leaders, He always had time for the outcasts of society—people like the 
woman at the well and the tax collector, Zacchaeus. People like you. People like me.
His ministry on Earth was only a few years, and then He was crucified. You can be sure that as 
He hung there on the cross, where all of the sin of humanity was placed upon Him, that this 
was God's most painful moment. But then it was finished. He rose again from the dead, and 
after a time, ascended back into heaven, promising to come back to this earth. And we eagerly 
await that day. 
This Jesus who was born in a manger, who walked this earth, who was crucified, and who rose 
again, is not some mere historical figure, although He was that. He is alive, and He is still in 
the business of changing lives. That is the reason He came: to put us in touch with God, to 
forgive us of all of our sins, and to give our lives purpose and meaning.



Why Did Jesus Come?  
December 3, 2016

 
 
Read John 10:10 
 
I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.

This is usually a busy time of year for almost everyone. For us as Christians, it's a 
joyful celebration of the birth of Jesus. We marvel at the fact that God humbled 
Himself and was born in a cave. But why did He come? 

First, Jesus Christ came to proclaim good news to the spiritually hurting, to preach 
the good news to us. 

He came to heal the broken-hearted. Medical science has found ways to reduce and 
even remove pain. But there is no cure for a broken heart. 

Jesus came to set people free who are bound by sin. Jesus came to open our spiritual 
eyes to our spiritual need.

He came to lift up those who are crushed by life. He came to give us abundant life. 
Jesus came to lift us from the physical realm of the senses to the spiritual realm to 
show us that there is more to life.

He came to give His life for us. Jesus said, "For even the Son of Man did not come 
to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many" (Mark 10:45). He 
came to die. Jesus Christ came to this earth to seek and save those of us who are lost, 
just as a shepherd seeks a lost sheep. 

So in all of this hustle and bustle, wrapping paper, mistletoe, and brightly colored 
lights, let's get down to the bottom line. Christmas is about God sending His Son to 
die on a cross. He was born to die, to give us abundant life, to give us a life that is 
worth living.



TOO BUSY  
December 4, 2016

Read Isaiah 40:1-5. : And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed... (Isaiah 40:5a)

It’s only the fifth of December, but many of us are in a near panic. There are so many 
things to do to get ready for Christmas: presents, decorations, cookies, cards, parties, 
and the list goes on and on. (Is it just me, or are they speeding up the Christmas 
music like the last minute of a Mario game?) With all the hustle and bustle where 
can we find the peace and joy we most want this Christmas?

It makes me think of that first Christmas when Mary and Joseph had just traveled 80 
miles from their home in Nazareth to the little town of Bethlehem. Mary was about 
to give birth and Joseph was trying to find a place for her. I imagine he knocked on 
quite a few doors, but no one could make room for the out-of-towners. Finally, they 
settled on a shelter for animals.

How many of those people would have gladly opened their homes if they knew who 
was standing outside? Each of them was busy with their own lives and families—too 
busy to welcome God’s Son into their home.

In the brief moments of these devotions God’s Son is quietly knocking at your door 
too, waiting for you to set down all your Christmas preparations and welcome Him 
inside. He has come to remove your guilt, calm your fears, carry your burdens and 
provide for your needs. He wants to assure you God is at peace with you because of 
His perfect life and innocent suffering and death, and when He returns you will live 
with Him in unending peace and joy.

Talk About It 
 
How can you make more room for Christ in your life this Christmas season?  

Prayer: Great Son of God, thank You for coming to me (us) in this hour. Quiet the 
busyness in my mind and fill me with Your peace and forgiveness, so that I may 
resume my Christmas preparations with joy and gratitude. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.



WORN OUT  
December 5, 2016

Read Isaiah 40:6-11. : All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the 
field. The grass withers, the flower fades ....” (Isaiah 40:6-7a)  

Christmas decorations don’t last forever. Take Christmas lights, for instance. Bulbs 
grow dim, and before too many years only half the string is glowing. After a few 
more years, the wires grow too thin and brittle to use safely anymore.  

But decorations aren’t the only things that wear out; decorators do too. As June grew 
older she swapped her six-foot tree for a three-foot tree she put up on a table. 
Eventually, she even stopped taking off the lights and ornaments after Christmas. 
She simply covered it up and put it in a corner in the basement. The following 
December she carried it back up, uncovered it, set it on the table and it was good to 
go!  

I hate to think of it, but I know a time will come when all of us will be too worn out 
to pull out the ladder and cover our houses in lights. One day your wonderful seven-
foot Christmas tree may have to be replaced with a three-foot tabletop tree. Maybe 
you too are worn out, and that is cutting into the joy you used to feel at Christmas. 
The reason we age, wear out and eventually die is because our first parents 
disobeyed God’s clear commandment in the Garden of Eden. Their disobedience 
brought aging into our lives with all its bad side effects.

But the Son of God came that first Christmas to pay for Adam and Eve’s 
disobedience—and ours as well. Through His innocent suffering and death on the 
cross He won our Heavenly Father’s forgiveness. When He comes again on 
Judgment Day He will change our lowly bodies so they will be perfect forever: free 
from aging, suffering and death.

Prayer: My Lord, thank You for giving us eternal life by Your sacrifice on the cross. 
Transform this Christmas by reassuring me that when You return You’ll make me 
new to live with You forever. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.



TIME IS TICKING  
December 6, 2016

 
Read 2 Peter 3:8-10. : The day of the Lord will come like a thief .... (2 Peter 3:10a)

Artificial or Real... What kind of tree do you prefer? We have an artificial Christmas 
tree now, but during most of my childhood we had freshly cut trees. There was 
always a risk in using cut trees. It was not just the sharp needles, but the risk of fire. 
We had to keep the tree watered as best we could, but week by week the needles 
dried out and the risk of fire grew. From the moment that tree was cut down a clock 
was ticking.

A clock is ticking for us as well. It started the minute we were born. We don’t know 
how long we have, but every day, every month, every Christmas we come closer to 
our last hour. Like the Christmas tree’s falling needles, so our growing children, gray 
hair, wrinkles and aches and pains are persistent reminders for us.

But the clock is ticking on our human race too. God has set a day when His Son will 
return and this present world order will cease. All people who have ever lived will be 
raised to life and will stand before Him for judgment. Those who put their trust in 
Him will inherit eternal life in a new earth where time will not matter and everything 
will be perfect forever. Those who reject the Savior will be cut off and suffer under 
His wrath forever.

The clock is ticking for you and me. This may be my last Christmas... or your last 
Christmas, and there is always the possibility He will come before Christmas. Today 
is the day to set aside every earthly distraction and listen to His offer of forgiveness, 
peace and unending joy.

Talk About It: 
 
If you knew that this was your last Christmas... think of 5 things you would do 
between now and December 25th!  
 

Prayer: Mighty Savior, remind me that my time on this earth is short, as is the time 
that remains before You return. Turn my mind toward eternal things, that confessing 
my failings I may receive Your forgiveness and eternal life. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.



BROKEN PRESENTS  
December 7, 2016

 
Read 2 Peter 3:11-14. : Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of 
people ought you to be .... (2 Peter 3:11a)

As children, the mystery of Christmas typically revolves around one thing: what 
presents am I going to get this year? When we look back we almost have to laugh 
because only very few of those toys and games are left. Maybe one or two, but 
everything else has been lost, broken or trashed.

There is an old saying, “The only difference between men and boys is the price of 
their toys.” And it rings true when we look at how much work, time and effort we 
put into getting our dream house, car, RV or boat. But how long do they really last?

This year thousands of people lost everything they owned to fires, floods, tornados, 
earthquakes and hurricanes. Ultimately, we will lose all our earthly possessions... 
They will wear out, we will die or God’s Son will return and consume them with 
fire. That’s why Peter asks, “What sort of people should we be?”

The answer is found in the manger at Christmas—the real mystery of Christmas. Our 
Savior became one of us so He could repair our broken relationship with God our 
Father. He lived a perfect life to make up for our rebellious life. And He took the 
punishment we deserve for our disobedience and suffered in our place on the cross.

As you look back to past Christmas presents or forward to this year’s Christmas 
presents, remember they won’t last. The only thing that will last is your relationship 
with your God, and with those who trust in His dear Son.

Prayer: Son of God, I know my earthly possessions will not last, so please shift my 
focus to the things that will: my relationships with You and with those who will 
share eternal life with me. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.



THE CHRISTMAS LIST  
December 8, 2016

Read Mark 1:1-5. : ... “Prepare the way of the Lord, make His paths 
straight.” (Mark 1:3b)

“He’s making a list, and checking it twice, gonna find out who’s naughty and 
nice ...” Those can be terrifying words to a young boy or girl. All of Christmas 
dependent upon how we act.

Slip up just once and risk finding a lump of coal rather than the great presents you 
were looking forward to. What would you think if I told you someone really is 
making a list? But the consequences of being on this “naughty” list are a lot worse 
than finding a lump of coal in your stocking. 

When God’s Son returns to judge all people, He will not overlook a single time we 
have slipped or stumbled. If we want to be sure we’ll end up on the “nice” list, we 
have to be totally perfect every moment of every day of our lives. Do you think 
God’s standards aren’t fair? Too bad! That won’t change God’s mind or get you off 
His naughty list. Only one thing can do that, and that’s what Christmas is really all 
about.

God sent His only Son as the only hope for anyone to meet His standard. He obeyed 
God’s Law perfectly every day of His life. When you trust in Him He credits His 
perfect life to you, landing you squarely on the “nice list”. And then He took our 
place on the “naughty list”, suffering on the cross to satisfy God’s wrath against our 
sins. Because of your Savior, you can be confident you will inherit eternal life and 
all the wonderful gifts God’s Son has earned for you.

Prayer: Savior, thank You for coming down at Christmas to provide the way for me 
to inherit eternal life. Receive my joyous thanks now and forever. In Jesus’ Name, 
Amen.



EMPTY FLUFF  
December 9, 2016

Read Mark 1:6-8. : ... “After me comes He who is mightier than I, the strap of 
whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie.” (Mark 1:7b)

When I was a kid I liked going to see the mall decorations. They always had huge 
trees with gigantic ornaments and monstrous presents that were perfectly wrapped in 
the shiniest paper. I always wished they were sitting under our Christmas tree. But 
then one day mom shattered my dreams by telling me they were just empty boxes 
wrapped up in fancy paper.

Now imagine presents that are NOT wrapped in fancy paper; but rather, wrapped in 
newspaper. Wrapped with love by someone who thinks you are very special! On the 
outside they couldn’t compare to the mall’s presents, but on the inside these presents 
are always the most cool, perfectly matched, wonderful gifts you could ever ask for.

This world offers so many things that look wonderful on the outside but end up 
being empty fluff once we tear away the wrapping. Possessions, popularity, power, 
riches—they look so good on the outside, but they can’t bring us lasting joy or inner 
peace.

But on the other side of Christmas there is a baby lying in a manger. No flash, no 
polish—instead it’s kind of like those newspaper-wrapped presents. Take the time to 
open up that manger and study that child and you will find the mighty Son of God 
who came to earth to live, die and rise again for you. That’s a gift from God that will 
never disappoint.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank You for giving us the greatest Gift of all—Your own 
Son. Give us a deep appreciation for all He offers us. We pray in His name. In Jesus’ 
Name, Amen.



CAN WE GO BACK?  
December 10, 2016

 
Read Psalm 126. : Restore our fortunes, O Lord .... (Psalm 126:4a)

Do you wish you could go back to your childhood Christmases and the thrill you felt 
spotting the first Christmas lights, smelling the Christmas cookies baking or tearing 
into your Christmas presents?

Our first parents Adam and Eve knew those kids of joy-filled feelings. When God 
created them He surrounded them with beautiful trees and abundant fruit. All of 
nature was in harmony. Best of all they could talk to God face to face. Life was 
absolutely perfect. That all ended when they ate the fruit God had forbidden. Driven 
from the garden they were forced to live by their sweat and hard work. How often 
did they think back on the glories of their garden home and wish they could go 
back?

Because of their sins—and ours—life is full of pain, sorrow and loss. Wouldn’t it be 
great to go back to the garden where we wouldn’t have to labor and toil, grow old 
and die? Actually, that’s God’s plan. When His Son returns on the Last Day He will 
renew the heavens and the earth. He will drive out all forms of sin and suffering and 
renew this world to make it a perfect home forever.

But like Adam and Eve we aren’t fit to live in God’s presence the way we are. We 
must be wiped clean of our disobedience and sin. But that is why God’s Son came 
that first Christmas. He came to take our place and satisfy God’s perfect justice by 
His own perfect life and innocent suffering and death. Through the faith He gives us 
He makes us holy so we can live with Him forever.

Prayer: Savior, take away my sins and transform my Christmas celebration this 
year, so looking forward to Your return and my home with You in Heaven I may 
know greater joy than in my childhood Christmases. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.



TRAPPED IN OUR DUNGEONS  
December 11, 2016

Read Isaiah 61:1-4. : ... the LORD has anointed me to bring good news to the poor; 
He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives .... 
(Isaiah 61:1b)

December can get pretty gloomy. The sun sets earlier each day and the darkness 
stretches longer every night. All that darkness can play with our minds, giving us a 
depressed, hopeless feeling like we are locked in a dungeon.

The problems we experience in our lives can do the same. Many of us live from 
paycheck to paycheck and having to figure out how to add Christmas presents and a 
trip back home without sinking the ship is no small feat. Maybe you face a marriage 
or close friendship that is on the rocks and know that anything you say can and will 
be used against you. Perhaps your health problems are getting worse without any 
end in sight. Maybe you struggle against a guilty conscience that won’t let you rest. 
Or maybe you are drowning in grief from a loved one’s death.

That’s the amazing thing about Christmas; God’s Son didn’t run away from our 
problems. He was willing to dive right into the darkness of our world. He healed the 
sick, fed the hungry and showed His power over demons, storms and death itself.

Though totally innocent He allowed Himself to be arrested, put in chains and 
condemned to death on a cross for us. Being sinless, He took all our sins upon 
Himself and suffered the punishment we deserve. By His death our Savior 
demolished the dungeon of sin and by His glorious resurrection He threw the doors 
wide open. He comes to us today to shine His light and guide us into His perfect 
freedom and peace.

Prayer: Son of God, thank You for coming to share our life in this dark world and 
setting us free by Your life, death and resurrection. Forgive my sins and break the 
chains that hold me down this Christmas so that I may celebrate with joy and 
freedom. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.



PEACE... A PRODUCT OF PRAYER, NOT PESSIMISM! 
December 12, 2016

Read Philippians 4:6-7 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by 
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace 
of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds 
in Jesus Christ.”

When Jennifer was in middle school, she had a friend tell her that her new jeans – 
the ones she had been so excited to get the previous weekend – were ugly. She was 
hurt and asked why she would say that. “The truth hurts,” she replied indifferently. 
Jennifer was crushed! She worried about looking like a loser for the rest of the day. 

Many of us are worriers! I know people that have been worriers their entire life. 
They worry about how they’ll have time to fit everything they need to do into the 
day. They worry about something bad happening to family or friends. 

Worry is like pulling tomorrow’s clouds over today’s sunshine. Don’t fret... PRAY! 

One day at a Fellowship of Christian Athletes meeting, we discussed Philippians 
4:6-7 and what it really meant to “present your requests to God.” I realized I had 
spent too much time worrying and not enough time praying.

What would the world look like if everyone took a few moments to let go of all of 
our worries and completely trust God? There is a lot to be worried about. If we don’t 
worry about all the economic issues, poverty, unemployment and crime in the world, 
who will?
God will. And with all the wasted time spent worrying about things we have little 
control over free, we now have time to focus on what really matters – God’s 
presence in our lives and the peace it brings.

Living a peaceful life is a choice, like anything else in life. But it is the easiest 
choice you can make because all you have to do is pray.

There is no feeling more renewing then closing your eyes and telling God “I need 
You, I am leaving this in Your hands,” and pouring your heart out to Him. He is 
listening. He does care. He does grant peace.

The pronouncement of Jesus’ arrival included a great declaration of PEACE ON 
EARTH! You can experience the peace of God this Christmas as you turn to Him in 
prayer.



WILL IT BE A MERRY CHRISTMAS?  
December 13, 2016

 
Read 1 Thessalonians 5:16-22. : Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks 
in all circumstances ....(1 Thessalonians 5:16-18a)

Would you like to get to the end of Christmas Day in 11 days and be able to honestly 
say you had a merry Christmas this year? What about if you stayed up all night 
Christmas Eve putting toys together? What about if you know you’ll have to wait in 
line on the 26th to exchange half the presents you got? What about if you know who 
ends up being a total pain at Christmas dinner? Would you still like to say you had a 
merry Christmas?

We will never have the merry Christmas God wants us to enjoy if we base our 
happiness on having perfect circumstances. He must raise us up above our 
circumstances and teach us to base our Christmas joy on His Son’s birth, no matter 
what circumstances surround us on December 25.

That’s why we have to take time to stop and go back to the first Christmas. God’s 
Son was born into this imperfect world to share our difficult and painful 
circumstances. Even the circumstances of His birth were pitiful, lying in a feeding 
trough in an animal shelter. Throughout His life He was misunderstood, mistreated, 
oppressed, mocked and ridiculed. He even ended up being nailed to a cross.

Terrible circumstances indeed, but by His sacrifice and death He restored our broken 
relationship with God our Father and made it possible for us to share eternal life in a 
perfect world. When we base our Christmas joy on the Christ Child’s life, death and 
resurrection— along with His promise to return and take us to our eternal home— 
then we’ll find joy—not just this Christmas, but every day forever!

Talk About It

Take time as a family to make a list of everything you are thankful for... That is the 
best way to REJOICE!!! Simply reflect on all of the goodness of God in your life!

Prayer: Son of God, thank You for coming into this world to restore us to our 
Heavenly Father. Focus our minds on You that we may rejoice no matter what 
circumstances we encounter. In Your Name we pray. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.



AMAZED...NOT AMUSED  
December 14, 2016

Read 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24. : He who calls you is faithful; He will surely do it. 
(1 Thessalonians 5:24)  

Are you getting tired of Christmas already? That sounds like a crazy question...but 
since stores put their Christmas displays up in September and they’ve been piping in 
Christmas music since Thanksgiving— maybe before, and because ads run 24-7 on 
t.v. that cause your kids to break out in the galloping gimmee’s... it’s tempting to 
think that in just ten more days you won’t have to hear the same old songs over and 
over. 

If so, that’s too bad because sometimes a 24 hour marathon of “The Christmas 
Story” dumbs down to significance of the virgin birth and the miracle of 
Immanuel...GOD WITH US!

Did you ever stop and wonder why God’s Son would need to be born of a virgin? 
You could certainly say He already has a Father—God Almighty—so He doesn’t 
need a human father. But there’s another important reason.
When Adam and Eve ate the forbidden fruit they changed completely. They became 
self-centered and evil and passed their poisonous nature to each of their children at 
conception. Each generation of mothers and fathers continues passing this sinful, 
selfish nature on to their children.

Since God’s Son had to be perfect and spotless to save us, the Son of God was 
conceived and born of the virgin Mary without a human father. Since He was a 
perfect, faultless human, that Son could take our place and suffer His Father’s 
punishment on the cross for all our sins.

So even if you’re getting tired of hearing the same old Christmas movies and ads, 
and trappings... keep your eyes and ears and heart open for the amazing message of 
the One who came to save us from all our sins.  

Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank You for sending Your Son to be born of a virgin so 
He could be our Savior. Deepen my understanding and appreciation of His 
conception, birth, life, death and resurrection so that I might rejoice this Christmas 
and always. YOU ARE AMAZING! In my Savior’s Name I pray. Amen.



The Wonder of Christmas! 
December 15, 2016

Read Luke 2:8-20
 
Do you ever think about what it must have been like for those shepherds, sitting in the 
field, watching their sheep, minding their own business, when suddenly an angel 
appeared? In Luke 2:9, it says the shepherds were terrified. I bet so. It’s not everyday we 
have angels appearing to us in all of God’s glory.

Knowing this state of fear, the angel says, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of 
great joy that will be for all the people.” Well, just because you tell me not to be afraid, I 
cannot guarantee not being afraid, but obviously the shepherds continued to listen to what 
the angel had to say. 

“Today, in the town of David, a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This 
will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” I 
think at this point my fear might turn to awe, reverence, and even wonder at what I was 
seeing and hearing. And if this wasn’t awesome enough, “a great company of the heavenly 
host appeared with the angel”.

The angels praised God saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good 
will toward men.” The angels were worshipping the Christ, so the shepherds felt 
compelled to go in person and worship this Savior. They were in wonder and awe; those 
they told were in wonder and awe; Mary was in wonder and awe, keeping these things and 
pondering them in her heart.
Like the angels and shepherds, we have the opportunity this Christmas to celebrate the 
birth of Christ with our festivities and to glorify Him by singing praises to Him and telling 
others about Him.

Talk About It
 
What are some of the things that amaze you most about the Christmas story?  

Can you think of someone you know who needs to be told the amazing story of Christmas?  
 
How will you tell them this amazing story? (For example...You might take your neighbors 
or co-workers, or classmate a plate of cookies with an invite to LHBC Christmas 
services!)  
 
What is your favorite Christmas carol to sing and praise God for our Savior, Christ Jesus?  

Prayer
 
Dear Lord Jesus, There are a lot of things about Your birth and life that we do not 
understand, but we understand enough to be amazed just like the shepherds were.



APPEARANCES ARE DECEIVING 
December 16, 2016

Read John 1:19-28. : ... “Make straight the way of the Lord” .... (John 1:23b)

It’s easy to pass by the manger scene without giving it any thought. All we see is a 
small human baby lying in a manger. But this Baby is the mighty God who created 
all the heavens and the earth. His mother feeds Him and changes His diapers, but He 
provides food for all His creatures and holds all the stars in place. His foster-father 
Joseph guards His life, but He commands the wind and the waves.

As this small Baby grows to manhood this same wonder continues. He who formed 
the mountains and valleys learns to be a carpenter in Joseph’s shop. He, who spread 
out the galaxies in the universe, walks from place to place teaching and proclaiming 
God’s Kingdom to all. He, who commands all the forces of nature, surrenders 
Himself to be arrested, beaten, whipped and nailed to a cross. And it is through His 
bitter suffering and death He wins our pardon, forgiveness and peace.

Why did He do it all? Why did He set aside His majesty, glory and power and come 
to live in our world? He did it because of His intense dedication to His Father, who 
loved the world so much He gave His only-begotten Son to save us, and because of 
His own undying love for you and for all people.

Our Savior still comes to us in the same quiet, mysterious way today. He invites you 
to His Church this weekend where you will hear His ancient Word and learn more 
about Him who gave His all for you. There He will prepare you to celebrate His 
birth with a profound joy, peace and hope next weekend.

Prayer: Son of God, Your birth is a profound mystery: God became human to live 
with us. Open my mind to hear Your Word of salvation and to believe You are God’s 
Son, my only Savior. Guide me to daily opportunities to tell others the beautiful, 
Good News! In Jesus’ Name, Amen.



KING OF KINGS  
December 17, 2016

Read Matthew 2:1-12
 
Herod was cranky at supper that night. Of course, this was nothing new for him. He was always 
cranky! Cranky and mean. Every servant in Herod’s court knew that when he was in “one of those 
moods,” the best thing they could do was stay clear, stay busy, and keep as far from Herod as 
possible! And after a brief visit from the Magi (or wise men) from the East, Herod was in one of 
those moods, in a major way.

The Magi had asked an innocent enough question.  “We have come to worship the one born King 
of the Jews. Can you tell us where he is?” “The King of the Jews?” Herod thought to himself. 
“Why, that would be me! I’ve worked long and hard to make sure my place is secure as Israel’s 
king. I am the King of the Jews!” 

“We saw his star in the east and have come here to find him so we can worship him.” “Indeed,” 
Herod crooned. “Certainly you must find him. And when you do, report his whereabouts to me so 
that I may join you in worshiping this new born king.” Herod’s plan was simple. The Magi from 
the East would tell him the location of this baby they were looking for, and he would have it 
killed. Then there would be no threat to his kingship, he thought. But God had other plans.
 
The Magi left after their conversation with Herod, and followed the star to the place where Jesus 
and His family were. When they saw Him, they were overjoyed. They bowed low before Him, 
worshiping Him as the true King of the Jews. And they opened their gifts for him. 

Three gifts: Gold, Frankincense, and Myrrh. Gold you know about. But you may not know about 
Frankincense and Myrrh. Frankincense is a natural resin with a very special smell. From the time 
of Moses, Jews used Frankincense as part of their worship. It was expensive and rare. Myrrh was 
also expensive and rare. It was combined with special anointing oil, used for crowning kings. It 
was also used in the middle-eastern burial ritual. A small container of it was very expensive. 
Three gifts fit for a king. Rare and expensive things that a king deserved were given by the Magi 
to the real King of the Jews, Jesus, the King of Kings.
 
Talk About It 

How did King Herod and the Magi (wisemen) respond differently to the birth of Jesus?  
 
Why was King Herod so afraid of the baby Jesus?  
 
Why do you think the Magi brought gold, frankincense, and myrrh as gifts to a baby?  
 
How can we learn from the wise men and become wise?
 
Prayer
 
Heavenly Father, Forgive us when we try to get rid of Your presence and influence from our lives 
today. We confess that sometimes we don’t let you be in charge of our lives, and we ask that You 
would help us want You to be in charge of our lives. Help us to take joy in this little child who is 
now the King of kings and to show our love for Him through our obedience. Through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.



UNCHANGEABLE PLANS 
December 18, 2016

Read 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16. : ... the Lord will make you a house. (2 Samuel 7:11b)

Isn’t it a nice feeling to be sitting here on the Monday before Christmas knowing 
you’ve snagged one of this year’s “hot” gifts that no one else can find? It’s the 
present your daughter has begged and prayed and pleaded for since September. You 
have it wrapped and ready. You can just imagine how thrilled she will be when she 
opens it. The only problem was her comment to you this morning. “You know that 
video game I wanted, Dad? I don’t want that anymore. Instead, I want ___.”

Sometimes life changes that quickly too. Things we thought were dependable and 
reliable suddenly collapse: the economy, our job security, our retirement savings, our 
health, our marriage. No matter how hard we try we can’t secure our life or our 
future. In the end we will die and all our plans will crumble into dust.

That’s when the true meaning of Christmas comes clear. At Christmas, God stepped 
into our shaky lives and said, “Don’t worry about trying to secure your future. I’ve 
got it covered.” Since Adam and Eve’s disobedience to God’s command is the root 
cause of all the devastating things that happen in our world, God made a plan to 
undo that damage and make our future completely secure.

And so the Christ Child was born. He has built us a solid and secure future by His 
perfect life, innocent suffering and death and His glorious resurrection. Christ will 
come again on Judgment Day to remove all the things that cause chaos in our world, 
and we will live with Him in perfect joy and bliss forever.

Prayer: Savior of the world, thank You for stepping into our quickly changing lives 
and revealing Your good and unchangeable plans for us, especially Your plan to 
bring us into Your unshakable Kingdom. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.



CHRISTMAS MYSTERIES 
December 19, 2016

Read Romans 16:25-27. : ... the mystery that was kept secret for long ages has 
now been disclosed .... (Romans 16:25b-26a)

Over our lifetime Christmas is a series of ever-changing mysteries. Our 
childhood mystery “What’s inside the wrapping paper?” becomes “Where did 
they hide the presents?” becomes “Is this Christmas the right time to give her 
an engagement ring?” becomes “How will we be able to afford presents for the 
kids?” becomes “What can I buy someone who already has everything?”

Is there any Christmas mystery left for you? Is there anything about the season 
that makes you smile in wonder? Does anything still thrill you and a send a 
shiver down your spine?

There is a mystery—a mystery greater and more wonderful than all the others 
combined. And that mystery isn’t wrapped in colorful paper; it’s wrapped in 
swaddling clothes. It isn’t laid under the tree; it’s laid to sleep in a manger. It’s 
the Baby born in Bethlehem.

What’s so mysterious about that? It’s the fact that this Baby is the almighty Son 
of God, stooping down to become one of His creatures: a mere human. Why 
would He want to expose Himself to all the hurt and suffering in our crazy 
world? Why would God be willing to become our substitute and earn our way 
to heaven by His perfect life, and to suffer and die in our place on the cross?

That is the greatest mystery, a mystery God has revealed to the world. It sends 
a shiver down your spine to ponder what kind of love moved Him to do all of 
this for you.

Prayer: Son of God, Your willingness to be born of a virgin, to share our life 
and to be our Substitute is an incredible mystery to me. Fill me with wonder, 
joy and gratitude for Your amazing grace and love. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.



GOD GAVE! 
December 20, 2016

 
Read Luke 1:67-69
 
Many Christians struggle with whether or not to focus on Santa Claus at Christmas time. Like 
so many of our Christmas traditions, discovering how the traditions began and where to find 
Christ in them is the key. In Lisa Welchel’s book, The ADVENTure of Christmas, she 
realized that “I didn’t need to orchestrate moments to pontificate with my kids about ‘the 
commercialization of Christmas.’ Rather, she heard Jesus saying to her, ‘Look in the middle of 
the celebration and you will find Me.’”
 
The Origin of Santa Claus
Santa Claus is one of those endearing gifts of Christmas, but most people don’t know much 
about the origin of this unique character. In about the third century in the city of Myra in 
modern-day Turkey, there was a young man by the name of Nicholas. As a boy, Nicholas 
loved God and showed signs of becoming a strong Christian leader. By the time he was a 
teen-ager, he was often called the “Boy Bishop” and was greatly loved by everyone in the 
community.

Nicholas’ family was very wealthy, and from the moment he received his inheritance, he 
began to give it away to the poor and needy, dressed in his bright red bishop robes astride his 
gray horse. According to legend, he passed by a home of three young maidens who 
desperately needed money for dowries. As the young ladies’ washed stockings hung by the 
fireplace to dry, Nicholas dropped in some gold coins anonymously – the very answer to their 
prayers. His secret was later revealed and he was even more loved than before.

Hundreds of years later, this good bishop was declared Saint Nicholas, pronounced Sinter 
Klaas by the Dutch. His popularity spread throughout Germany, Switzerland and the 
Netherlands. Stockings were hung on December 5th so that Saint Nicholas would leave gifts 
on December sixth, his feast day. This custom was brought to New York by the Dutch and 
quickly spread throughout the Untied States, becoming part of the Christmas celebration. 
Today, he is known far and wide as Santa Claus.  
 
So, as you can see, Santa Claus reveals the giving heart of God, who after all, is the 
ORIGINAL and TRUE Father Christmas. As we’ve encouraged before...don’t get so caught 
up in the traditions of Christmas that you miss the TRUTH of Christmas!

Talk About It
 
How do you think you would feel if you picked out something extra special to give someone 
you loved and they didn’t even open it?  
 
What gift did God give us? How can we accept the gift of Jesus?
 
Prayer
Dear God, Thank You for giving us the gift of your son, Jesus. Help me continue to learn 
about this gift and how I can open it. The gift of Jesus as our Lord and Savior is the most 
precious gift we can receive this Christmas. We praise you for being such a loving and caring 
God.Amen



LITTLE WONDER  
December 21, 2016

Read Matthew 1:18-25 and Luke 2:1-7

Have you ever wondered how a little baby could cause such a big commotion? You 
may have seen the commercial on TV that says “a baby changes everything.” Well, 
today we are going to think about a little baby that really did change everything. And 
not just for his mom and dad. This baby changed everything for the whole world. 
That means you and that means me.  
 
You see there once was..  

A little baby  
In a little town  

With little room  
For a little couple  

With little money  
Who got little sleep  

Little wonder When this little baby  
that this Little Town With little fanfare 

slept on was born.  
Little knowing,  
that the Little Wonder

born in that little barn  
Was the long awaited Savior of the world.

 
Who am I talking about? You know.... and until the WHOLE WORLD KNOWS... 
We must tell everyone that we know... and even those that we don’t know! 

Prayer

Almighty God, You are the One who writes history. You created the heavens and the 
earth, everything that is seen and unseen. You gave us your son as a baby to grow up 
and live with us. Help us to understand how important that is. Prepare our hearts as 
we get ready to celebrate the birth of Your Son. Thank you for baby Jesus. In His 
name we pray, Amen



DETAILS, DETAILS  
December 22, 2016

 
Read Luke 2:1-5. : In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus .... (Luke 
2:1a)

Are you a perfectionist? Do you lose sleep because of that one burned out light bulb 
on your roof? Are you horrified at the bare spot on your Christmas tree? Do you 
think God is a perfectionist like that?

Consider the first Christmas. Mary’s pregnancy was progressing nicely. Joseph had 
been ready to divorce her when he first discovered she was pregnant, but God the 
Father sent an angel in a dream who told him Mary was pregnant by the power of the 
Holy Spirit (see Matthew 1:18-25). With Joseph at Mary’s side, everything was 
falling into place to welcome God’s Son into the world, except for one tiny little 
detail.

Through the prophet Micah God had promised His Son would be born in David’s 
hometown of Bethlehem. Mary was 80 miles away in Nazareth. If God the Father 
had overlooked this small detail our Savior’s birthplace would have been Nazareth 
and Micah’s prophecy would have proven false. But God is the ultimate 
perfectionist, so He worked through the Roman Emperor to get Joseph and Mary 
down to Bethlehem to fulfill Micah’s promise.

Did you notice I called God the ultimate perfectionist? God is absolutely perfect and 
He demands absolute perfection of us. He can’t ignore any sin, no matter how small 
it may appear to us. Thankfully, God is also a God of love, grace and mercy. 

Our Father sent His Son to live the perfect life we can’t live—and credits His 
perfection to us. And He laid every one of our sins on His Son so that He could 
suffer and die in our place. Because of His life, death and resurrection, we are free to 
live with Him in heaven forever.  

PRAYER: Son of God, thank You for fulfilling all Your Father’s righteous demands 
for me. You are the source of my peace this Christmas, and always. In Jesus’ Name, 
Amen.



GOD’S INDESCRIBABLE GIFT 
December 23, 2016  

Read Romans 5:10 –11 If while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the 
death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his 
life. More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
whom we have now received reconciliation.  
 
—How do we practically receive reconciliation and exult in God? One answer is: do 
it through Jesus Christ. Which means, at least in part, make the portrait of Jesus in 
the Bible—the work and the words of Jesus portrayed in the New Testament—the 
essential content of your exultation over God. Exultation without the content of 
Christ does not honor Christ. 

In 2 Corinthians 4:4–6, Paul describes conversion two ways. In verse 4, he says it is 
seeing “the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.” And in verse 6, he says it is 
seeing “the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” In either case you see the point. 
We have Christ, the image of God, and we have God in the face of Christ.

Practically, to exult in God, you exult in what you see and know of God in the 
portrait of Jesus Christ. And this comes to its fullest experience when the love of 
God is poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit, as Romans 5:5 says. So here’s the 
Christmas point. Not only did God purchase our reconciliation through the death of 
the Lord Jesus Christ (verse 10), and not only did God enable us to receive that 
reconciliation through the Lord Jesus Christ (verse 11), but even now, verse 11 says, 
we exult in God
himself through our Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus purchased our reconciliation. Jesus 
enabled us to
receive the reconciliation and open the gift. And Jesus himself shines forth from the 
wrapping—the indescribable gif—as God in the flesh, and stirs up all our exultation 
in God. Look to Jesus this Christmas. Receive the reconciliation that he bought. 
Don’t put it on the shelf unopened.And don’t open it and then make it a means to all 
your other pleasures.

Open it and enjoy the gift. Exult in him. Make him your pleasure. Make him your 
treasure. 
 
Prayer: Jesus, you alone are my treasure… Not always so, but I pray that you would 
help me to cultivate that kind of love for you! You are worth my highest praise, 
adoration, and love! You purchased my reconciliation! Be, Lord Jesus, a bright flame 
before me, a guiding star above me, a smooth path below me, a kindly shepherd 
behind me: today, tonight, and forever.  



EVERYTHING READY?  
Christmas Eve, December 24, 2016

 
Read Luke 2:6-20.  

Ready or not, here it is! Christmas has come. But what if you don’t have every string 
of tinsel hung, every light glowing, every candle in place, every gift wrapped and 
under the tree, every card mailed, every cookie baked, and every place set at the 
table? Then you are in good company; Mary and Joseph didn’t have everything 
together when the first Christmas came either.

When the time came for God’s Son to be born they weren’t in their home in 
Nazareth, they were far away in the little town of Bethlehem. They weren’t snuggled 
in a warm, dry room, but in a shelter for animals. They couldn’t lay their newborn in 
a nice crib; they only had a feeding trough. But even in the chaos of the first 
Christmas, God was working out His perfect plan.

This may not be your perfect Christmas, but remember Christmas isn’t all about 
presents, decorations, dinners and parties. Christmas is all about the Christ Child, 
and remembering why He came into our world. He came to make you ready for His 
final return to judge all people by taking away your sins so you can stand tall on that 
great day. If you remember that He has conquered death and every other enemy that 
stands in your way, then you are ready for Christmas.

So relax, rejoice and enjoy this Christmas; all the preparations are complete. God has 
done it all through His Son, the Babe of Bethlehem.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank You for this holy night in which our Savior was 
born. Strengthen my faith in Him now and always, that I may live with You forever 
when He returns. In His Name. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.



FACE TO FACE  
Christmas Day 

Read John 1:1-14. : And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
have seen His
glory .... (John 1:14a)

One of the greatest things about Christmas is getting together with family and 
friends. How wonderful to actually see them face to face, instead of only 
hearing their voice on the phone, seeing them on Skype or reading their words 
in an e-mail.

That’s what made the first Christmas so special. For the first time, people could 
look into God’s eyes and see Him face to face. And it wasn’t the terrifying face 
of a powerful and angry God they saw. Rather, it was the face of a tiny, 
newborn Baby. This chubby face will one day be the face of a man, and it will 
show His great compassion for the sick and needy, comfort for the grieving and 
concern for the lost.

These tiny fingers that curl around the fingers of Mary and Joseph will later 
touch the blind and the deaf and heal them. They will stretch out to take a dead 
girl by the hand and raise her to life again. These little hands will be stretched 
out and pierced with nails to pay the full price for all our sins. And finally they 
will be pried off of a cross and laid in a tomb.

Three days later those lifeless hands will move once more, as the Lord rises 
from the dead. That night and in the coming days He will hold them out to 
show His followers the nail marks that prove it is Him—risen and alive 
forever! One day we will stand before Him face to face, looking into His eyes, 
and touching His glorious, nail-scarred hands.

Prayer: Son of God, thank You for taking Your place as a man among us, and 
laying down Your life to save us. Fill us with joy as we wait for the day when 
we too will see you face to face. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.


