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INTRODUCTION

The beginning of Jesus’ ministry on earth is rich with meaning and intent. God’s plan for 
His Son’s life, death and resurrection is no mystery. His plan is evident in the pages of the 
Bible. 

This fourteen day devotional will guide you through the first chapter of the Gospel of 
Mark and the earliest events of Jesus’ ministry. Each day, you will read insights that will 
challenge you to live in awe of Jesus. 

The events recorded in Mark chapter one were not coincidental. Each event was 
intentional and filled with purpose. God also has a purpose for your life, and 
understanding that purpose begins by understanding who Jesus is. May each day of 14 
Days of Purpose draw you closer to Him and bring a sense of awe as you follow Jesus in 
the first steps of his journey to the cross. 

Phil Waldrep



DAY ONE 
PURPOSE

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written 
in Isaiah the prophet, “Behold, I send my messenger ahead of you, who 

will prepare your way; the voice of the one crying in the wilderness: ‘Make 
ready the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’” 

         
Mark 1:1-3 NASB

 John the Baptist has a unique place in the Bible. He is the only person—other than our 
Lord—whose birth, life, ministry and death is recorded in the New Testament; but the most 
significant fact about John the Baptist comes from the mouth of our Lord.  In Luke 7:28, Jesus 
called him the “greatest born of woman.” Why would Jesus call him the greatest? John spent his 
life serving God. He fulfilled his mission and lived every moment in awe of Him.

 Long before John the Baptist was born, two Old Testament Prophets predicted he would 
come before the Messiah appeared. Mark mentioned only one prophet by name, the prophet 
Isaiah, but he quotes Isaiah and Malachi. Together, Mark is appealing to the prophecy that before 
the Messiah arrived, an Elijah-like prophet would come preaching. John the Baptist came as the 
messenger of God to a nation that had not heard a fresh word from God in 400 years! When John 
arrives, he does one thing: he brags on Jesus! It was clear to John the Baptist that his purpose in 
life was to draw attention to Jesus.

 So many Christians today wonder what their purpose is in life. Many of them comment 
that they just don’t know the reason why God put them here. You might be one of them. If so, 
remember this: You have the same purpose as John the Baptist! Your life’s purpose is to glorify 
God by magnifying His Son, Jesus Christ! Once you settle the issue that the Lord placed you on 
earth to serve in awe of Him, then you have taken the first step toward fulfilling your purpose.

1. What is one way you can draw attention to Jesus in your everyday life?



2. How does the Scripture for today affirm the steps you are taking to live a life devoted to Christ?

3. Are you happy with the direction your life is going, or are there some turns you need to make in 
order for your course to be on a path of purpose?

 In ancient times, before a king visited a city, an ambassador was sent ahead to announce 
the king’s coming. It was similar to the advance team for a modern day presidential visit. The 
ambassador literally lead a team of people who repaired and prepared the roads the king would 
use. John the Baptist was assigned to be the ambassador for the King of Kings. Unlike other 
ancient ambassadors, he didn’t prepare a physical road. He prepared a spiritual road in the hearts 
of the people.

DAY TWO 
ASSIGNMENT

“And so John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And all the country of 

Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized by 
him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.” 

Mark 1:4-5 ESV



 Like John the Baptist, our Heavenly Father has an assignment for you. Your assignment is 
what you are called by God to do every day to fulfill your purpose of drawing attention to Jesus. 
While everyone’s purpose is the same, the assignment can and will be different for every person. 
When you know your purpose is to glorify God in every area of your life and you see the place that 
our Lord has placed you to fulfill that purpose, people will take note of you. You will have a peace 
and contentment they all seek, and something inside of them will produce a desire to be like you.  

 People will often identify you very closely with your divine assignment when you see it as 
fulfilling your purpose of glorifying God. Mark told us that this man’s name was John, but it was the 
people who came to hear John preach who added his nickname.  They didn’t call him John. They 
called him John the Baptizer or, as it has been commonly translated in the Bible, John the Baptist. 
How awesome it would be to be so in awe of Jesus and fulfilling His will for your life that people 
easily identify you with that mission!

 God has already placed inside of you a desire, a passion, for what He wants you to do. 
Whether you’re admitting it or not, you probably know what it is. It’s time to be obedient and 
step out in faith to fulfill your purpose. If you sense your desires are changing — maybe you have 
lost the passion for your current place of service — then get ready. God may be in the process of 
changing your assignment!

1. How do you feel knowing you have desires and passions inside of you that are meant for 
more than yourself?

2. We aren’t all like John the Baptist, but some of his traits are in us including confidence. 
What can you do to build your confidence in the assignment you’ve accepted?



 Mark pauses in his writing to tell us that John the Baptist had clothes made with the hide 
of a camel and held it on his body with a leather belt. He also tells us that John ate locusts, a 
common insect eaten by people in the wilderness, and the wild honey he found in the rocks. Why 
would Mark pause to tell us what John wore and ate? It almost seems out of place in the story, but 
it is important. 

 Wearing camel fur and eating bugs may not appeal to you, but it was a common diet 
and wardrobe for people living in the wilderness. It was our Heavenly Father providing for the 
physical needs of John the Baptist. We can also see that God uses all kinds of people to further His 
kingdom. John the Baptist was not a wealthy man.  He was a man of humble background. He lived 
in the wilderness, lived off of the earth and the minimal things he needed to survive, but he lived 
in awe of Jesus. God often chooses the least expected people to do great things. Jesus himself 
was born in a lowly manger to a shepherd father and a disgraced mother. He was born of humble 
means yet was the Son of God, the King of Kings.

 If there is one truth you can know from the pages of the Word of God, it is this: God takes 
care of those who serve because of their awe of Jesus! When you are serving in awe of who He is, 
you realize your Heavenly Father will provide everything you need to glorify Him and do what He 
has told you to do. You don’t need to be born into a wealthy family, hold a position of influence, 
wear the right clothes, or drive the right car. He won’t tell you to do something and set you up for 
failure! You can trust Him to provide.  

1. Most likely, we can all relate to the humble lifestyle of John the Baptist. But what about 
his life do you see being a challenge for you to adopt as your personal way of living?

DAY THREE 
PROVISION

“John was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his 
waist, and his diet was locusts and wild honey.” 

         
Mark 1:6 NASB



2. Do you ever feel like you need more money or need more notoriety to make a 
difference and a positive impact on the world? If so, how does today’s devotion contradict 
that thought?

 There’s another lesson we can learn from John the Baptist about serving in awe of Jesus. 
When you’re in awe of Him, you see yourself for who you are in comparison to who He is. That is, 
you know your limitations.  

 John the Baptist was getting a lot of attention, but in his preaching, he was quick to say 
it wasn’t about him. Jesus was so much greater than John that John that Baptist said he wasn’t 
worthy to put the sandals on Jesus’ feet and lace them up. Those were strong words. Only the 
slaves or the lowest of the servants put the sandals on the feet of their master. John said that 
compared to Jesus he wasn’t even qualified to be considered a slave or a servant. These words 
were coming from a man who boldly proclaimed truth and didn’t seek the approval of the religious 
leaders in Jerusalem, but don’t let his boldness fool you. John the Baptist was bold because he 
understood his inadequacies and the power of Jesus Christ. John knew he was nothing compared 
to Jesus. In his humility, he found the power to serve God courageously and with it came the 
power to do it. When we talk about a person who lived in awe of Jesus and wanted to serve God 
as a result, John the Baptist stands as our example.

 Are you careful to recognize Jesus’ greatness? It is natural for us to desire recognition and 
honor for ourselves. Unfortunately, the root of those desires is often pride. When you live in awe of 
Jesus, self fades into the background, and your genuine desire to see Jesus exalted comes to the 
front of your life. Others will see your love for Jesus and be drawn to him as they see you in awe of 
him. 

DAY FOUR 
LIMITATIONS

“And he preached, saying, ‘After me comes he who is mightier than I, the 
strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. I have 
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’” 

         
Mark 1: 7-8 ESV



1. Knowing that Jesus is so far greater than you can ever be, how will you use His grace to 
show others of their capabilities through Him?

2. Is it easy for you to be humble and embrace your limitations? If not, what is keeping you 
from giving God the credit instead of seeking approval from others?

 Almost all Bible scholars agree that the baptism of Jesus was the beginning of his earthly 
ministry. Why do you think Jesus was baptized? All of the other people who went to John the 
Baptist were confessing their sins and demonstrating their sincerity when they were baptized, but 
Jesus didn’t have any sins to confess.

 Perhaps the answer can be found in what the Apostle Paul said about baptism.  Paul said 
that baptism represented the death, burial and resurrection of Christ. There’s no reason to believe 
baptism represented something different for Jesus. Although no one standing there that day 
probably understood, Jesus symbolically was saying that He was willing to live, to die and to be 
resurrected to pay the debt of man’s sin. The baptism of Jesus illustrates his purpose in life was to 
be the supreme sacrifice for the sins of mankind. 

DAY FIVE 
BAPTISM

“In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by 
John in the Jordan. And when he came up out of the water, immediately he 
saw the heavens being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a 
dove. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my beloved Son; with you I 

am well pleased.’” 

Mark 1:9-11 ESV



 A great Christian writer, G. Campbell Morgan, said the baptism of Jesus may be the most 
overlooked crisis in his life. He may be right. Jesus knew when he came to John the Baptist he was 
beginning a journey that would take him to the cross. He knew he came to earth on a mission to 
die for our sins. When Jesus came out of the water, the Spirit descended on Him “like a dove.” 
Biologists say the dove is the only bird in the forest that will not abandon her nest regardless of 
what is happening to her. A mother dove will sit on her nest and allow a chainsaw to cut through 
her body before she will abandon her young. Maybe that day the Holy Spirit was using the form 
of a dove to illustrate that Jesus would never abandon us or His purpose on earth. The obedience 
of Jesus prompted our Heavenly Father to cry out with a loud voice and say, “This is my beloved 
son.” When God the Father saw in God the Son that a holy God could have a relationship with 
sinful man because of the death, burial and resurrection of Christ, he had to cry out!  Take a 
moment and absorb that thought.  When you grasp that truth—that Jesus died in our place for our 
sins—it makes you stand in awe of him.

1. If you’ve never been baptized, did today’s devotion raise some questions that you’d like 
to pursue regarding taking your next step of baptism? If so, what are your questions? If 
you have been baptized, why are you thankful for this part of your walk with Christ?

2. Does Jesus’ baptism make you stand in awe of Him?

3. The baptism of Jesus illustrates His purpose in life. How does your baptism illustrate 
your purpose in life?



 Following His baptism, Mark tells us that Jesus immediately went deeper into the 
wilderness where He was all alone. Mark tells us that three things happened. Satan tempted Him, 
He wandered among the wild animals, and angels ministered to Him.

 Look at each of these for a moment. First, the devil tempted Him.That’s all Mark tells us, 
but fortunately, Matthew goes into detail. Matthew said Jesus faced three temptations (Matthew 
4:1-11). He wrote that Satan tempted Jesus by urging him to do three things. Why don’t you turn 
these stones into bread and you will have food to eat? Why don’t you jump from the temple and 
let the angels catch you? Why don’t you bow down to me and all these kingdoms I will give you? 
Literally—those were the three temptations Jesus faced.

 Did you know that when Jesus faced those three temptations, he faced every temptation 
you will ever face? The Apostle John said there are only three ways Satan tempts us—the lust of 
the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life (I John 2:16). Now let’s put these three phrases 
into modern terminology. The lust of the flesh is a desire to do something contrary to God’s will.  
The lust of the eyes is a desire to have something that is contrary to God’s Word, and the pride of 
life is a desire to be something that is contrary to God’s plan for your life. You cannot name one sin 
that doesn’t fall into one of these categories.

 Now, look again at the three temptations of Jesus. “Turn these stones into bread?”—the 
lust of the eyes, the desire to do something contrary to God’s will. “Jump from the temple?”—the 
lust of the flesh, the desire to do something that is contrary to God’s Word. “Bow down to me?”—
the pride of life, the desire to be something contrary to God’s plan in your life. Have something. 
Do something. Be something. When He was tempted, Jesus faced everything we faced, but He 
conquered it. Here’s the reason why—Because Jesus is Lord! Think about it. If the temptation 
experience did nothing else, it forever settled in the mind of the devil that Jesus is Lord!

DAY SIX 
TEMPTATION

“At once the Spirit sent him out into the wilderness, and he was in the 
wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. He was with the wild 

animals, and angels attended him.” 

Mark 1:12-13 NIV

1. It is obvious that we are faced with temptation every day of our lives, but what did you 
learn today about how you can address temptation in your life in order to rise above sin?



DAY SEVEN 
REPENTANCE

“Now after John had been taken into custody, Jesus came into Galilee, 
preaching the gospel of God, and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the 

kingdom of god is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.’” 
         

Mark 1:14-15 NASB

Mark gives us another event to help us see who Jesus is. He records the early preaching of Jesus. 
It appears that Jesus’ first sermons were simple—almost one-liners. Jesus told people that the time 
is fulfilled, the kingdom of God is at hand and, like John the Baptist, urged them to repent. Then, 
he adds they should believe the gospel. That is, they should put their trust and faith in Him. 

 Notice that Jesus called people to repent. That means we should turn from our sin with 
godly sorrow. Too many want to admire Jesus but refuse to repent of their sins. Repentance, 
however, is His message, and that message reveals the mind and heart of our Lord. None of us are 
excluded from this message. We are all sinners in need of a Savior. True repentance is an internal 
change of mind that bears new fruit. 

 Too many people who attend church regularly and who serve the Lord in various positions 
often lose the awe of who Jesus is. Do you hear His name so often, sing about Him, and teach 
about Him so much that you forget who He really is? Mark reminds us that when we step back and 
see Jesus for who He is, for all He is, we will live in awe of Him.

2. Are you in awe that Jesus has been through and defeated every temptation you could 
possibly face? What is one temptation that you face daily that this devotion has helped 
you name and pray about?



DAY EIGHT 
FOLLOW

“Passing along the sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the brother of 
Simon casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to 

them, ‘Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of men.’” 
    

Mark 1:16-17 ESV

 There is someone who has all the answers and the results to prove it. He is not arrogant, 
but he is perfect. He is not a know-it-all but he knows everything. He is not a bully but he is Lord. 
He is the perfect mentor. The Gospel of Mark records the story of four men who stood in awe of 
Jesus and answered his call to follow him. 

 For us to understand this story, we must put it into proper context. This was not the first 
time Peter and Andrew or James and John had met Jesus. In the first chapter of the Gospel of 
John, Jesus was walking by John the Baptist. By this time, John the Baptist had two students or 
men he was mentoring. The writer of the gospel called these men “disciples” of John the Baptist. 
As Jesus walked by, John the Baptist said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” The two men who were 
studying under John the Baptist left him and started following behind Jesus. John also tells us that 
these two men spent the day with Jesus. Sometime during the day, one of them, Andrew, went 
and found his brother, Simon, who became known as Peter. Most Bible scholars believe the other 
man studying under John the Baptist was John who wrote the fourth Gospel and is mentioned 
here in Mark chapter one with his brother, James.

1. How do you think having a repentant heart can change the way you live for the better?

2. Why do you think Jesus wants us to repent?



 When Jesus came that day, all four men had a positive impression of Jesus. All four of them 
respected Jesus. There was, however, a moment summarized here by Mark but explained in Luke’s 
Gospel that turned their respect into awe. Luke gives us more details about the day Jesus called 
these men (Luke 5:1-11). Apparently, it was early in the morning. Peter and Andrew were washing 
their nets, a common practice among guys who fished for a living. It was necessary to get out the 
junk caught in their nets and make sure they didn’t need repairs. Jesus was standing nearby, and 
a crowd was pressing against him. He saw two boats that Peter and Andrew had. Jesus got into 
one of the boats and told Peter to take him away from the shore so he could speak to the people. 
Peter was happy to do it because he had a lot of respect for Jesus and his teaching. 

 When Jesus finished talking to the people, Jesus turned to Peter and told him to put his 
nets into the water. Peter told the Lord it was useless to do that. After all, they had fished all night 
and caught nothing. Peter, out of respect, agreed to do it. To Peter’s surprise, they caught so many 
fish their nets were breaking. They signaled to their friends to come and help them get the fish into 
the boat. The two men who helped Peter and Andrew were James and John. After they got the 
fish into the boat, their hearts literally filled with awe for Jesus. 

 Luke recorded Peter’s response. He cried out for Jesus to leave the boat because he was 
a sinful man. Then, Luke added that when they had returned to land, the four men left everything 
and followed him, or as Mark said, “They left their nets and followed him”—but not before Jesus 
called them to follow him. To these men, there was something unusual about the call of Jesus. 
In Jewish tradition, a rabbi never sought a student. The person who wanted to learn would ask 
a rabbi if they could spend time with them and learn from them. These four men did not seek 
Jesus. Jesus sought them. These four men had to make a decision. Do we follow Jesus, or do we 
continue as fishermen? Their awe of him compelled them to follow. It’s the same call he gives to 
you. Are you in awe? Will you follow?

1. Peter was so in awe of Jesus, so much so that he could not help but to follow Him. Do 
you feel the same way? If not, what do you need to ask God for in order to know exactly 
who He is in your life?

2. What does it mean to you to leave everything to follow Jesus?



DAY NINE 
SECURITY

“Immediately they left their nets and followed Him.” 

Mark 1:18 NASB

 Let’s examine the decisions Peter, Andrew, James and John were making that day when 
they decided to follow Jesus. These are the same decisions Jesus requires you to make if you are 
going to be his disciple. First, following Jesus means you must be willing to leave the sea of your 
life. Let’s think about what fishing represented in the lives of these four men.

 Today, we’ll look at two of the four—Peter and Andrew.  o these men, fishing represented 
their security. Josephus, a Jewish historian, said there were approximately 330 fishing boats that 
worked the Sea of Galilee during the time of Jesus. It was a very competitive business. Peter and 
Andrew most likely had their regular customers who bought fish from them, but they were small 
time fishermen. They didn’t have anyone else to continue the business. If they walked away, their 
customers would start buying from other fishermen. Following Jesus meant they had to give up all 
security in their lives. Jesus would be their security. It would be a life of total trust.

 Later, while they were following Jesus, they would meet others who wanted to follow but 
wanted to keep their security. Do you remember the rich man who we commonly call the rich 
young ruler? Jesus told him to go sell all he had and come follow him. The Bible says he went away 
sad because he was wealthy. Here’s a hard question: What is the one thing in your life you feel you 
cannot release to follow Jesus? What is the one thing or the one person you feel is necessary in 
addition to Jesus for you to be happy? That is your security. Is it your job? Or where you live? Is it 
your promised retirement? Or the lifestyle you enjoy? You see, Jesus calls us to leave it behind to 
follow him. To use a word picture from childhood, you have to give up your security blankets to be 
a disciple of Christ. Is your awe of Jesus causing you to forsake all the security blankets in your life?

1. In your life, what are some things that give you security that you need to leave behind in 
order to embrace a life of eternal security in Christ? 

2. Does leaving your life behind scare you or excite you? Why?



DAY TEN 
POSITION

“Going on a little farther, He saw James the son of Zebedee, and John his 
brother, who were also in the boat mending the nets. Immediately He called 
them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants, 

and went away to follow Him.” 

Mark 1:19-20 NASB

 The sea meant something different to James and John. Mark tells us they worked with their 
father, and they had hired servants. Unlike Peter and Andrew, this meant James and John were 
part of a larger fishing enterprise headed by their father. To understand it another way, we might 
say that Peter and Andrew owned a small store they ran themselves while James and John owned 
a chain of stores run by employees. There is every indication that the father of James and John, 
Zebedee, and the hired servants continued the fishing operation when his sons decided to follow 
Jesus. James and John probably knew they could return to it any time. For them, the sea wasn’t a 
source of security as much as it was their place in society—their position. James and John probably 
were wealthier than the average citizen. The Gospel of John implies that John knew the High Priest 
and many of the Jewish leaders. We would say James and John were politically connected. That 
meant for James and John to follow Jesus, they had to leave their social station. To put it another 
way, they could no longer worry whether people accepted them into their social circles or invited 
them to be a part of their gatherings. It even extended to what their family thought. Their father, 
Zebedee, apparently saw and experienced the same things as his sons. 

 Desiring to keep your place in society is a snare. Are you seeking the approval of people 
or is your awe of Jesus causing you to desire only the approval of our Lord? If you’re seeking the 
approval of people, maybe you have respect for Jesus but you aren’t in awe of him.

1. How much does what your friends think of you matter to you? What about your family? 
Are you willing to give up your position and social standing in order to live a life totally 
devoted to Jesus?

2. Why do you think Jesus wanted James, John, Peter and Andrew to leave their places in 
society? Why couldn’t they serve Jesus and continue the lifestyles they were already living?



 The decision to follow Jesus goes even deeper. Some people are willing to walk away from 
the same things Peter, Andrew, James, and John walked away from, but they fail to meet the other 
requirement for discipleship. 

 All of us have met people who walked away from family or wealth to be culturally different.  
That alone isn’t a disciple. Mark said they left their nets and “followed him.” The other part of 
discipleship is a willingness to focus your attention on Jesus. You are willing to watch and observe 
and learn so that you can become just like him. Peter and Andrew, along with James and John, 
started a journey that day. They started a journey that would cause them to see how inadequate 
they were to live a life pleasing to God. They would see their trust and faith in God wasn’t as 
strong as they thought. They would try to be like Jesus and fail. Jesus didn’t send them away. 
Jesus kept investing in their lives. He kept mentoring them and taught them about who God is 
and what he desires of them. His teachings would challenge what they had thought for years to be 
true. He would challenge even what the religious leaders told them about God. His sayings would 
result in opposition so strong that the hearts of those who opposed the truth would be revealed. 
But more than just teaching, Jesus would model life for them. Jesus would show them how to 
touch a leper that others shunned. Jesus would help them discover the needs of a child by looking 
into his or her eyes. Jesus would demonstrate that the cries of an individual were more important 
than the applause of a crowd. Jesus would bring them to the realization that sometimes love hurts. 

 Every day these men faced the challenge to be more like Jesus. Finally, after three years of 
mentoring, they would watch him die, but they would experience the power of the resurrection. 
After Jesus ascended to heaven, they would experience something totally different. They would 
come to see that following Jesus isn’t about seeking to be better or even to be good. Following 
Jesus is surrendering everything to him. It is allowing the Holy Spirit to fill your life so that Jesus 
can live his life through you. Following Jesus means you become his hands and his feet and his 
eyes to a world that is hurting. When you do, they, in turn, will stand in awe of Jesus and want to 
follow him too! 

 Do you just respect the teachings of Jesus or are you in awe of him? Are you so in awe of 
him that you follow him every day? If so, then you will leave the security of the sea and focus your 
attention on Jesus.

DAY ELEVEN 
FOCUS

“And Jesus said to them, ‘Follow me, and I will make you 
become fishers of men.’” 

Mark 1:17 ESV



1. What is it going to take for Jesus to receive your full attention?

2. How do you think you can be better at seeing with the eyes of Jesus in order to focus 
on the real needs of others? 

3. Why do you believe the cries of an individual are more important than the applause of a 
crowd?

DAY TWELVE 
FREEDOM

There was one man who Mark says was not in awe of Jesus though he knew better than anyone 
who Jesus was. Mark tells the story of a group of religious people who met together every 
Sabbath. Among the attendees at the synagogue was a demon-possessed man. When Jesus 

“But Jesus rebuked him, saying, ‘Be silent and come out of 
him!” 

Mark 1:25 ESV



began teaching, the man immediately cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? 
Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are - the Holy One of God.” Jesus rebuked the 
man, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!”

 The demon in this man apparently was comfortable until Jesus arrived. There is one thing 
Satan hates more than you can imagine. It is the worship of Jesus. If we just go through the 
motions and miss truly worshipping Jesus, then Satan will be pleased and no damage will be done 
to his domain. When Jesus arrived at the synagogue, the demon did what the people should have 
done. He recognized Jesus for who he was. The demon screamed at Jesus and called him by two 
titles: Jesus of Nazareth and the Holy One of God. By calling him Jesus of Nazareth, he affirmed 
the humanity of Jesus and by calling him the Holy One of God, he acknowledged the deity of 
Jesus. Isn’t it sad that the demon knew more about who was in their presence than the people did?

 Mark tells us that Jesus rebuked the demon and told him to be silent. Why would Jesus do 
that? Because Jesus does not want the affirmation of demons — he wants the praise of his people! 
When he told the demon to come out, the demon had no choice but to leave. But before the 
demon left, he tried one last time to destroy the man. Mark wrote that he went into convulsions. 
But the good news is Jesus set him free.

 Jesus offers you freedom too. As Jesus was beginning his ministry, he had full knowledge 
of the plan for his life but also for his death, burial and resurrection. He would be the sacrifice that 
would set you free from sin. Jesus waits for you to believe and live in awe of him.

1. How can you avoid just going through the motions and instead truly engage and 
worship freely?

2. What are some things that you need to be set free from? What will you ask God to set 
you free from today?



DAY THIRTEEN 
WORSHIP

“They were all amazed, so that they debated among 
themselves, saying, ‘What is this? A new teaching with 
authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and 

they obey Him.’ Immediately the news about Him spread 
everywhere into all the surrounding district of Galilee.” 

Mark 1:27-28 NASB

Something else took place in the synagogue that day. Days earlier in the wilderness, Jesus 
overcame the temptations of Satan. Satan knew he was defeated. But only Jesus and Satan 
knew about the temptation experience. They were the only ones there. This experience at the 
synagogue showed everyone that Jesus had power over Satan and the forces of hell. Shouldn’t 
their reaction be to fall down and worship him? 

 When Jesus arrived at the synagogue, it was no surprise that he wanted to teach, nor was 
it a surprise that the people allowed him to speak. They were accustomed to visiting scribes or 
teachers reading from the Torah, what we know as the first five books of the Bible. The message 
and the way Jesus taught it, however, was different. No scribe who taught in a synagogue would 
give an independent opinion. The scribe would only quote or repeat what he heard an older 
rabbi say. So, when Jesus began explaining the Old Testament without quoting anyone, they were 
surprised. Mark said they were “astonished.” But they were not in awe of Jesus.

 By the time Jesus taught, the synagogue was no longer a place of true worship. Instead, 
it was a place for social gatherings. The people paid tribute to the Scriptures but never allowed it 
to change their lives. Even though the living Word of God was teaching the written Word of God, 
they still failed to engage in true worship. The people were amazed at the teaching of Jesus, but it 
didn’t lead to worship. Even as they witnessed Jesus’ power over Satan, they still were not in awe 
of Jesus.

 Jesus isn’t looking for admirers. He is looking for worshippers. A true worship experience 
occurs when you hunger and thirst for the Word of God so the Spirit of God can convict and 
change your heart. If you, like the Jews in the synagogue, only admire God’s Word without it 
changing you, then true worship has not occurred. The purpose of attending church is to worship. 
You are not there to be seen or to fulfill a Christian duty. The purpose of going to church is to see 
Jesus as he is and worship in awe of him.



1. Instead of an admirer of Jesus, how can you be a better worshipper of Jesus?

2. When is the last time the Spirit of God convicted and changed your heart?

DAY FOURTEEN 
MINISTRY

“That evening at sundown they brought to him all who were 
sick or oppressed by demons. And the whole city was gathered 
together at the door. And he healed many who were sick with 

various diseases, and cast out many demons. And he would not 
permit the demons to speak, because they knew him.” 

         
Mark 1:32-34 ESV

 Jesus Christ called us, as his followers, to be his hands and feet and heart in a world that 
is desperately hurting and looking for answers. Immediately after Jesus left the synagogue, He 
and Peter, Andrew, James and John went to Peter’s house. When they arrived, Peter told Jesus his 
mother-in-law was ill.

 Let’s pause here for a moment. Many people are surprised to learn that Peter was married. 
But he was. If fact, several of the other disciples were married as well. We know that from a 
comment the Apostle Paul made in 1 Corinthians 9:5. There, Paul is discussing how he gave up his 
rights to be a follower of Christ and an ambassador to the Gentiles, but he said he was entitled to 
these rights and he could do them without doing anything wrong. Among the rights he asserted 



was that he had the right to be married and take along a wife like some of the Apostles and 
specifically Peter. The Jewish culture, however, did not value women as they did men; therefore, 
the wives of the apostles are not mentioned except in the verse written by Paul in First Corinthians 
and here in Mark chapter one. 

 Peter’s mother-in-law was burning up with fever. We certainly don’t know the nature of the 
fever but some have speculated that it may have been malaria—a common disease in Capernaum 
because of the swampy waters around the city. Jesus walked into the room, took her by the hand 
and lifted her up. He healed her. But Jesus did more than just make the fever go away. For her 
physically, Jesus restored her completely. She didn’t need time to regain her strength. Peter’s 
mother-in-law instantly was feeling as good as anyone in the room. And for everyone, including 
Peter’s mother-in-law, Jesus did something deeper. By healing the fever, Jesus affirmed his deity. 
The Jews believed that a fever was punishment for disobedience to the Law. They also believed 
that only God could heal a fever. So, when Jesus healed Peter’s mother-in-law of the fever 
instantaneously, he proved He was God.

 Notice what happens. Peter’s mother-in-law began to serve Jesus and the disciples. That 
is, she immediately began ministering to others. Now, be sure you catch the chain reaction. First, 
Peter ministered to his mother-in-law by bringing Jesus to his house. Jesus ministered to the 
mother-in-law by healing her. Then, she begins ministering to Jesus and the disciples. And this 
allows Jesus, in turn, to minister to those who came to Peter’s house. Literally, the whole town 
showed up when they heard Jesus was there! Ministry begins ministry.

 How does this apply to you today? When you are in awe of Jesus, like Peter was, you will 
want to share Him with your family. This is where ministry begins! But if you refuse to minister 
to those in your immediate family, you cannot expect to effectively minister to others in your 
community and around the world. Once you are ministering to your own family, you are ready to 
minister to others. The world is hurting and when they hear where real ministry is occurring—a 
place where people love them for who they are—people will do anything to get there!  

1. Are you ministering to your family? If not, what changes do you need to make in your 
life in order to feel confident in this area?

2. When you are in awe of something, you want to share it. Are you in awe of Jesus? If so, 
are you telling people about Him and showing people what it is like to live a life devoted 
to Him?




